
The rYrnc Drrfidr (So.ns of Sipeon) In thp Divire Scrvice tgd-Otier Praetic€s Surtoupdhq tht Lord's SuDpGr

As you think about our order of serr"ice, it is impo*ant to realize that &e parts that make up rle Dir.ine Seryice welt not randomly

seleced and sort of mashd toge&er. Rafter, ac.h part sertes a deliberare purpose- S/hen the order of service is rmderstood pmperln

it adds richness to the service that may not at ftst be apparent. As time and occasion permit, I would like to provide brief comments

on parts of our service so that we night all have a betbr grasp as to the reasoa why we say and sing the things we do. It is helpfitl to

look up these psts ofthe serr{ce ia your hymnal as you corsider tleir sigaificance.

The First Sunday Afts Christmas includes the words Simem spoke in the temple whea he held the I-ord Jesus in his hands; the very

same war& we sing after we receive the body and blood of Jesus in the Lord's Supper. This c,anticlc is catled the irazc Dimittis,

qrhich is Latin for 'Now let us depart - (Luke 2:2$-32). Why is it &at we sing the Hnnc Dimittlt immediatefy followiug &e

distribgrion of fte Inrd's body anit blood? In the same way tbat Simeoa held the Lord Jesus in his hands, rejoicing ia the goodness

and loving-kindness of Go4 so too do we Christiets rejoice to r*eive into our mouths, to eat aad drin& at the Lord's Comman4 his

body aod blood gil'en iru with and under bread and wine for rie forgiveness of our sins-

We rejoice to have Sis tife and salvation in the Lord's Su14rt, for, as Lutlrer says, where thcre is forgivencss of sins there b tlso

Iife and salvation Vfe, too, $ng &e words qnken ia &e temple 2,000 years ago in order ts hi8FliSht th*this emc incamate Lord

held by Simou is likewise p6ssent for us iu a rnosr bmeficial ard saving mfltrnetr. The Gospel of Luke records &at the lloly Spirit

revealed to Simeon thet hc would not sce death before he had seen the Lord's Chrtst In tlis way we see tbat when Simeon says he

cau no\r deparr ia pe*ce he ultimatcly has h mind &at he can die in peace. \He, too, *'ho have rsceived &is same Lord into orr

mouths, can dcpart &omthe al*ar ready to die in peace, for our sim have bem forgiven.

The form of our worship is done with deliberateness in order that the truth of our teaching would tikewise be reflected in our order of
service and the rest of our practices in the Church. To say more abor* the pra*ices that surmund the Lord's Supper will likcwise help

us to note th€ wotrderful treasure that we have in *ris sacrament

Before we pray rhe Lord's Prayer aod the consecration cf the elements ryie dte Words of lastihrtion, we srng the Sancw,I-atin for

"Holy," (ts. 6:3) and the words of fhose who gathered on Palm Sunday: Blessed is He that cometh ln the neme of the ford.
I{csmnr ln dre highest, (Matf 2l:9) becausc the Lord Jesus, who is holy, comes to us sinners in *re Lord's Supper in such a way as

to be given for the bcnefit of the foqgiveness of sins- It is also fi*ing m sing llosennl Seve or Ddiver us now, just before Jess

comes with his git of frre forgiveness of sins given in his bo*y andblood-

It is Uk€wis€ firing u4 fuds4 necessary, to have the Words of lastitution spoken at every Lord's Srryper in order that we hear in'the

Words of lnstiaxion what we are to seek ad receive at &e l-ord's Tablq namely, his very bodl' and blood for tre forgiveness of our

shs. thse words are often chanted in order to add reverence to &is special occasion within &e service. The Word '1s' is sung in a
slowEr olffirrcr to emfhgsize &ar &is bread and this wine are no tonger mere brsd md wi[e, but each respectively ts likewise &e
body and blood of Jesus- Additionelly, certah pastors may even c.hoosc to kneel betweeu ihe coasecration of &e brcad and the wine in
order to highlight thx something special has teken place in the consecratioo; that what is on the ahar is no longer mere bread and

wine' but the very body andblood of Jesus.

Additionalln the Agnus Da:, Latin for "Lamb of God- (John 1:29) is suag immediately following the consecration of the elements

because the very I grnb of God, xrho takes away the sia of the world, is now given in the bread ald the wine to take arvay or foryive
tho sin of those who commune-

Additionally, each commuuicant hears the words *The body of Cbrisg given for.voa,' The blood of Chisg shed for yon," for tle
reason r$qt while &e Gospel is a rmiversal procrramatioa, the hdy ad blood of Chdst distributed m an irdividual is for them and &eir
benefit alone- The individual -bears of and receir.es the forgiveaess of sins gil'oa especially for thar person even as the commuuicant

text to thrm hears of end receives &e tbrgiveuess of sins given especially forthat inditidual-

While the true tr€asqre of the Lsrd's Suppen is fouud in these words Given and shrd for yot for fu forgivc.nec of slus and tbe

corumand Take et; Tekc ffrk, the othsr elwnts of the service, or particular trractices of a pastor, seek to draw our attention and

uplift thc woudertrl giff given in &e Sacrament of&e AItr.


